Developmental
n Disability Advocates

Connecting Individuals with Resources
IN JEFFERSON COUNTY - SINCE 1978

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL CLOSED SESSION OF
DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITY ADVOCATES
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
April 17, 2024

The mission of Developmental Disability Advocates is to provide resources to create opportunities for individuals with developmental
disabilities in Jefferson County to live full and enriched lives.

PRESENT:  Dr. Marsha Mertens, Chairperson; Ms. Amie Merz, Vice-Chairperson; Mr. Randy Starkey, Secretary; Ms.

1v.

Respectfully submitted,

Mr. Randy Starkey, Board Secretary

Diane Daniels, Director; Ms. Elizabeth Spaugh, Director; Mr. Tony Sokolic, Director; Ms. Cara Pellerin,
Director

OPEN — Dr. Marsha Mertens opened the meeting of Developmental Disability Advocates Board of Directors at
6:31p.m.

CLOSED SESSION — Missouri Sunshine Law RsMO 610.012(1) Personnel — Ms. Cara Pellerin made a
motion to go into Closed Session pursuant to Missouri Sunshine Law RsMO 610.012(1) Personnel. Mr. Tony
Sokolic seconded. Dr. Marsha Mertens called for a roll call vote. Mr. Randy Starkey, yes; Ms. Diane Daniels,
yes; Mr. Tony Sokolic, yes; Ms. Cara Pellerin, yes; Ms. Amie Merz, yes; Ms. Elizabeth Spaugh, yes; Mr. Scott
Brothers, absent; Mr. Julian Erber, absent; Dr. Marsha Mertens, yes. Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS

a) Executive Director Annual Performance Appraisal — Dr. Mertens led the discussion regarding Ms.
Ismail’s appraisal and subsequent compensation for FY25. The Board reviewed the Executive Director’s
goals from FY24 and potential new goals for FY25. Mr. Randy Starkey made a motion that Ms. Ismail,
Executive Director be awarded a 4% raise to be in line with the other administrative staff raises plus
receive a $5,000 bonus. Ms. Amie Merz seconded. Dr. Marsha Mertens called for a roll call vote. Mr.
Randy Starkey, yes; Ms. Diane Daniels, yes; Mr. Tony Sokolic, yes; Ms. Cara Pellerin, yes; Ms. Amie
Merz, yes; Ms. Elizabeth Spaugh, yes; Mr. Scott Brothers, absent; Mr. Julian Erber, absent; Dr. Marsha
Mertens, yes. Motion carried.

CLOSE - Being no further Closed Session business, Ms. Amie Merz made a motion to adjourn closed session
and go into open session at 7:48 p.m. Mr. Tony Sokolic seconded. Dr. Marsha Mertens called for a roll call
vote. Mr. Randy Starkey, yes; Ms. Diane Daniels, yes; Mr. Tony Sokolic, yes; Ms. Cara Pellerin, yes; Ms. Amie
Merz, yes; Ms. Elizabeth Spaugh, yes; Mr. Scott Brothers, absent; Mr. Julian Erber, absent; Dr. Marsha
Mertens, yes. Motion carried.

ADJOURN - Being no further business, Ms. Elizabeth Spaugh made a motion to adjourn the regular session at
7:49 p.m. Mr. Tony Sokolic seconded. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned.
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